
 
a worshipping, serving, sacrificing community 

St Aidan’s Church 
Roundhay Road, Leeds, LS8 5QD 

Contact us: 07570 999 477 
Email: clergy@staidan-leeds.org.uk 

Justice & Peace Group Meeting 
Tuesday 21st January 2014;  
25 Karnac Road 
 
Present: Diana Zanker (Chair), Chris Martin (Minutes), Aidan Hallett, Margaret Halsey, Kentigern 
John, Caroline Ugbo, Andrew Lloyd (from AJAR) & Bob (from AJAR) 
 
Apologies: Ray Brown-Amory, Andy Jones, Paul Payton 
 
Note: “Asylum Justice And Release Leeds” will be referred to as AJAR throughout these minutes.  
 
1) Opening Prayer 
 
Caroline opened in prayers. 
 
2) Welcome & Apologies 
 
Diana welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Andrew and Bob from AJAR. Diana also 
related apologies for Ray, Andy and Paul.  
 
3) Previous Minutes 
 
There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.  
 
4) Supporting the Local Community at St Aidan's (SLC) 
 
SLC’s English classes had received record numbers of learners this year and despite having 
additional space at Trinity United Church on Roundhay Road and six new volunteer tutors a 
waiting list for students had needed to be started. Similarly the computer classes were receiving 
record numbers and needed a waiting list, however they are now offering a qualification at the 
end of a 12-week course. The major difficulty the charity is facing is financial, and for the current 
academic year further funds were needing to be sought.  
 
5) Foodshare 
 
The food parcels are now exceeding 70 parcels a week, and occasionally are reaching towards 100, 
and this has now lead to a new ticket system to help distribute the food. The Foodshare meals will 
be beginning on Sunday 26th January and will hopefully be continuing on a bi-monthly basis 
initially. They are going to be quite simple at the outset and will hopefully expand with time to 
offer additional resources. It was also noted that the majority of people claiming food parcels 
were white British and local.  
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6) Signposting 
 
The signposting course has now finished and was completed by Chris Martin and John and Claire 
McLaughlin. The idea was to use the signposting service alongside the new Tuesday drop-in, which 
has been changed to the Sunday Foodshare meal, which none of those trained can regularly 
attend. However, Chris reported that he was finding the training useful in other areas of his work 
and ministry.  
 
7) Church Action on Poverty (CAP) 
 
The CAP week and services had been organised and publicity distributed.  
 
8) Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
 
It was commented that we had several sanctuary seekers in the congregation who were presently 
in the process of placing claims or waiting on claims with the Home Office. It was felt that it would 
reduce communication blocks and help prevent inconsistencies if letters of reference were shared 
amongst those writing them, however this would have to be explained to the asylum seekers in 
order to comply with confidentiality and data protection.  
 
Recently there have been two cases where solicitors have contacted the church give further 
details about the asylum claimant, which would have been useful to know prior to writing 
references. It was therefore considered useful for one of the referees to have a chat with the 
asylum claimant prior to writing references to discover if there is any further useful information, 
but also to discover more of the faith life of the individual.  
 
9) AJAR 
 
Andrew and Bob talked about their work with AJAR, the purpose and history of the charity, and 
how it could relate to the work we do at St Aidan’s with sanctuary seekers.  
 
Diana thanked them for their contribution.  
 
10) Next Meeting 
 
Monday February 10th 2014 at 19.15 at the rectory and Aidan is planning to talk about the 
changing scene of asylum charities in Leeds.  
 
11) Closing Prayer 
 
The meeting was closed with the Grace.  


