
 
 

 

 

Resources for Prayer at Home 

during Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany-tide 
 

Dear Friends, here are Collect and Readings for Sundays for Advent, Christmas 

and Epiphany-tide. God willing, we will be able to worship together in our church 

for most of these, but this resource wants to aid all our prayer in the weeks and 

months to come. You may just want to read the prayer and Gospel, or you 

might want to use the simple Act of Worship provided on page 8. 

Please stay safe and keep well. God bless you. Mother Andi 
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29 November 2020: Advent Sunday 

 

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin 

to the light of holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Isaiah 64.1-9; 1 Corinthians 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-end 

 

 

6 December 2020: Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus 

Christ comes again as judge and saviour we may be ready to receive 

him, who is our Lord and our God. 

 

Isaiah 40.1-11; 2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8 

 

 

13 December 2020: Third Sunday of Advent 

 

God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare 

the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to hunger for 

justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end; 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; Mark 1.6-8, 19-28 

 

 

20 December 2020: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for 

his coming in glory; bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16; Romans 16.25-end; Luke 1.26-38 
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24/25 December 2020: Christmas Night 

 

Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you sent your almighty Word 

to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation: give to the 

earth the peace that we long for and fill our hearts with the joy of 

heaven through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Isaiah 9.2-7; Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14 

 

 

25 December 2020: Christmas Day 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder 

at heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, 

our Saviour and our eternal God. 

 

Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14 

 

 

26 December 2020: St Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) 

 

Gracious Father, who gave the first martyr Stephen grace to pray for 

those who took up stones against him: grant that in all our sufferings for 

the truth we may learn to love even our enemies and to seek 

forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, looking up to heaven to him 

who was crucified for us, Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate. 

 

2 Chronicles 24.20-22; Acts 7.51-end; Matthew 10.17-22 

 

 

27 December 2020: St John the Evangelist’s Day 

 

Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: that, 

being enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and evangelist 

Saint John, we may so walk in the light of your truth that we may at last 

attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your incarnate 

Son our Lord. 

 

Exodus 33.7-11a; 1 John 1; John 21.19b-end 
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27 December 2020: First Sunday of Christmas 

 

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be 

one family, and draw us into your holy life through the birth of 

Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Isaiah 61.10-62.3; Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21 

 

 

28 December 2020: Holy Innocents’ Day 

 

Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, though 

they had done no wrong: by the suffering of your Son and by the 

innocence of our lives frustrate all evil designs and establish your reign 

of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Jeremiah 31.15-17; 1 Corinthians 1.26-29; Matthew 2.13-18 

 

 

1 January 2021: Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was circumcised in obedience to the 

law for our sake and given the Name that is above every name: give us 

grace faithfully to bear his Name, to worship him in the freedom of the 

Spirit, and to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world. 

 

Numbers 6.22-end; Galatians 4.4-7; Luke 2.15-21 

 

 

3 January 2021: Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

God our Father, in love you sent your Son that the world may have life: 

lead us to seek him among the outcast and to find him in those in need, 

for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

 

Jeremiah 31.7-14; Ephesians 1.3-14; John 1.10-18 
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6 January 2021: Epiphany 

 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the 

Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Isaiah 60.1-6; Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12 

 

 

10 January 2021: Baptism of Christ 

 

Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we 

recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved 

children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

Genesis 1.1-5; Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11 

 

 

17 January 2021: Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the whole 

creation to your glory, hidden through past ages and made known in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

1 Samuel 3.1-10; Revelation 5.1-10; John 1.43-end 

 

 

24 January 2021: Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 

God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release 

to the captives, and freedom to the oppressed: anoint us with your 

Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord. 

 

Genesis 14.17-20; Revelation 19.6-10; John 2.1-11 
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25 January 2021: Conversion of St Paul 

 

Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel to shine throughout 

the world through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: grant that 

we who celebrate his wonderful conversion may follow him in bearing 

witness to your truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Jeremiah 1.4-10; Acts 9.1-22; Matthew 19.27-end 

 

 

31 January 2021: Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

 

God of heaven, you send the gospel to the ends of the earth and your 

messengers to every nation: send your Holy Spirit to transform us by 

the good news of everlasting life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Revelation 12.1-5a; Mark 1.21-28 

 

 

2 February 2021: Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your 

home among us, and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God. 

 

Malachi 3.1-5; Hebrews 2.14-end; Luke 2.22-40 

 

 

7 February 2021: Second Sunday before Lent 

 

Almighty God, give us reverence for all creation and respect for every 

person, that we may mirror your likeness in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Proverbs 8.1, 22-31; Colossians 1.15-20; john 1.1-14 
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14 February 2021: Sunday Next Before Lent 

 

Holy God, you know the disorder of our sinful lives: set straight our 

crooked hearts, and bend our wills to love your goodness and your 

glory in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

2 Kings 2.1-12; 2 Corinthians 4.3-6; Mark 9.2-9 

 

 

17 February 2021: Ash Wednesday 

 

Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: rescue us from the chaos 

of sin and through the death of your Son bring us healing and make us 

whole in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Joel 2.1-2, 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10; John 8.1-11 
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A simple Act of Worship 

As we prepare, we might find a particular place to pray; we might have to hand 

our Bible, perhaps a cross or picture to help us focus; we might light a candle. 

 

As we begin we may mark ourselves with the sign of the cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

We may want to reflect on the week, turning to God in penitence and in faith: 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have 

been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall 

be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

you, our God. Amen. 

 

God is loving and merciful, so we pray: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and 

bring us to eternal life. Amen. 

 

Now we pray the Collect and read from the Bible; we may spend 

some time in silence thinking about the words of the prayer and the words of 

Scripture. We may want to use the following questions: 

Do we feel comforted? Do we feel challenged? How do the words relate 

to our lives and the life of the world? Do we need to give thanks? Do we 

need to make changes in our living and loving? Do we need to reach out 

to somebody? Do we need support? Can we offer support? 

Above all, let us remember: God loves us, Jesus Christ is our Saviour, 

and the Holy Spirit strengthens us on our journey through life. 

 

We pray Prayers of Intercession for our world, for our church, for our 

families, friends and neighbours, for people in need, especially the sick and 

bereaved, for those who have died. We pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

We finish by praying: 

May almighty God bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 


